| PRESIDENT REGARDS LACONIA

THE WEATHER

Cloudy and colder to-day; to-morrow

cloudy, followed by

snow or rain.

Highest temperature yesterday, 55; loweast, 37.
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Newanrk, ‘ﬂ!o CENTA

SENATE COMMITTEE REPORTS A BILL SUPPORTING WILSON;

YARROWDALE PRISONERS HE!.D

LAGONIA FOLK
HOURS IN BOAT

High Seas Capsized One,
Exposure Killing the
Hoy Women.

TORPEDO FIRED

U-Boat Hailed Second Officer,
but Made No Effort to
Aid Vietims,

SECOND

Speevul Cable Despareh to Tae Sus.
Loxpox, Feb, 27.—Twelve persong, in-
eluding three Americans. perished In the
Laconia dikaster, according to the latest
figures given out hy the Cunard com-

pany to-night. The known dead are:

Ans, Many 1oy, Chicagn.

Misz EuizaseTH Hov, Chicago.

Cromic P, INATT, London, a naturalized
American.

WiLtias I, RoRINgON.

Dr. FoRTUNAT ZYNDAL

WiLtram Eva.

Bix men of the crew.

Early to-day It was reported that
slght of sixte¢en American negroes in the
erew hnd perished. but In a bulletin is-
surd to-night Consul Frost at Queens-
town aald that all had been accounted
for. Eix persons, some of them passen-
gers, are now In hospitale. The condi-
tien of none in regarded as dangeroun.

Of the twelve persons lost five wers
drowned and seven died from exposure
and ware burled at ses. Mre. Hoy and

ner dauzhter, it developed to-day, were
not drowned, but died from exposure
after the boat in which they wers taken
from the Laconia had been swamped,
They were plcked up, but succumbed
after heing tuken into another boat.

All who dled from exposure had been
in the swamped lfeboat No. 8, which
beesine  separated from  the others,
Thirteen of Its refugees Were maved.
Cedric . Tvatt. a naturalized American,
who represented an American
London, was one of the exposturs vie-
tims.

. .
How Mra, Hoy and Daughter Died.

The Rev. F, Dunstan Sargent was in
the boat with Mrs. Hoy and her daugh-
ter. He says the submurine flashed a
light on the stern of the Laconla, ap-
parently witn the purpose of identifying
the steamer,

Tine boat leaked freely, having hit the
Laconia's stern In the luunching, break-
mg seversl of the side planks. Partly
flled with water, the boat drifted with-
out oars or rudder for nine hours.
fvervibodly erowded Into the bow and
The wiuves washed some of the
wonkened ocoupants overbowrd. One of
the boat's crew ilso fell overboard and

onld not be rescued, The bodles of
those who died In the bLoat were cast
nto the sea, as with the boat already
full of water “thelr welght would have
mede things more critical for those sur-
viving."  Mrs. Hoy and her daughter
were among those who died and were
Luried in the sea,

The Rev. Mr, Sargent related the pa-
thetic ordeal of a young actress who wns
among the occupants of the bout. She
was helped into the boat by a young
London man who was In business in
New York., The couple were engagod
and were returning to England to be
aarrled. The girl had to hear the sight
of her Imended husband dyving and of
his bhody being thrown overboard from
tha bﬂ.l_

Mra. George Henry Boston, daughter
of Giranger Farwell of Lake Foreat, 111,
was resded and &sken to QuUeenstown.
Among the savell dm 12 John Tucker of
Spreingfield, T1L, o notive Edaglishman
who had taken out citlzenship pupers in
the United Htates. Among the slightly
injured passengers s D, Benfamin B
Hawkes, who, according 1o one report, is
2 realdent of San Franciseo, though he
in listed on the passenger list fron, Galt,
Ontarlo,

Second Torpede Hit Ship.

According to the rtories of passengoers
the Laconin was torpedoed at about
10 20 o'clock Sunday night. Passengers
and ¢rew had taken to the boats when
a necond torpedo was fired Into the sink-
Ing vessel. The boats were pleked up at
4 o'clock Monday morning. Many of the
survivors when taken Into Queenstown
were wearing only the scantiest clothing
and were suffering severely from cold.

All accounts agree that magnificent
Alnc|pline wus. maintained by the crew.
Unstinted pralse v given the women
tassengers, whnee coolness in the face
of dewth wmounted In some oases W
heroinm

The hravery of Mre, Frank E. Harrls,
wife of a Licutenant-Colonel of tha
U'nited Stites (Coast Artillery Corps at
Fort du ['ant, Delawaro, was partiea-
ey impressive.  Bhe wae the lasl pas-
terger to leave the ghip. cotting Into the
intain'a boat When the lifeboats

=TT,

Yo hedd Quesnstown she wan cheered
adly b her fellow survivors and by
verenl  conment  was  accorded  the

Yovor of being first to land.

The embansy here recelved the follow-
2 peport from Consul Frost Iate this
marning

The Loconia waw torpedoed without
warning ul 10:30 P. M. in a heavy sea
wWhile the ship was making seventesn

totn Phe firet torpedo struck on the
*tarbouidl wide abaft the engine room.
"liw engines wtopped and  the wship
taraed. Nating to starbpurd. Most of
the it s were lsunched from the stars
honrd =i
Twenuty minutes later, after mont of
o haity wera clear, n second torpedo
Wis fired, siriking the eng'nes on the
POl side,  The whip sank forty-five

miutes after the dring of the Arst
tornndn

Armed With Twn 4.7 Inch Guuw,
g | wie armed with two 47
The ship's Wi Slaer o
Coonmtinmal wetion unte e SR
Hoaornchets nlko wers gPv up
the lifshunts were equipped

Coatinued u.ll._ Second Page.
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'DEPORTATION URGED
TO STOP FOOD RIOTS

Law Affecting Aliens Who
| Teach Destruction of Prop- |
f erty Is Recalled.

Wasnixoron, Feb, 27 —Deportation |
of aliens found guilly of destruction of
property, ws provided in section 18 of
the new [mmigration law, was advanced
here to-day as one means of putting n |
| stop to food riots und demonstrations in |
New York, Phliladelphin and other clties, |
| This section provides that “uny nlien
| who at any time after entry shall he
Ffr-mwl advocnting or teaching the un-
Inwful destruction of property, or m.lpl
| vocrting or temching anarchy * & »
shall upon the warrant of the Secratary |
of Labor be taken into custody and de- |
ported ™ |

This provislon, It s sald, if c-nfhn-ml
|in one pr two cases In New York und
! Phliadelphia, where the rioting l= con-
| fined lorgely to allens, would effectunliy |
stop the disorders and would Impress |
|un nllens In congested communities the |
necesaity of using iawful methods of |
voleing thelr protesta agalnst existing |
conditions.

BERNSTORFF PARTY |
OFF FROM HALIFAX

| Steamship Frederik VIIL Al-
lowed to Sail After 11
Days* Detention.

Hartrax. N. 8, Fab, 27 —The steamer
Frederik V111, with Count wvon Bern-
storfY, former Ambassador to the United
States, and his party on board, salled
at 7:30 o'clovk to-night for Copenhagen,

The same precautions which marked
the arrival here Fabruary 18 of the
liner attended her departure. She wanr
not moved from her dock, where for the
tagt few dave she had been taking on
conl and supplles, untll after nightfall.
As ghe steamed slowly down the harbor
sha waa convoyed by a swarm of patrol
boats with orders to keep nll other craft
| at a distance, in conformity with the as-
surances of safe conduct made by the
Government of OGreal Britain to the
United Biates,

T wnr Wnder=tond that =ome of the
British examiners were pussied as to
the marked partiality rhown by Ger-
mans for cotfon pajamas, 8o many

amase impreesed susplelous oMcials as

ng bevond the requirements of the
average traveller, and as It s under-
stood there s & shortage of cotion for
the manufacture of certain war sup-
pllea In Germany (t was declded to re-
duce the wardrobes somewhat. The
next articles to arouse suspicion werse
rubber heels. There were so many rub-
ber heels worn by the party that it
occurred to the oMicialy to put the ban
on them because of the need of crude
rubber In Germany

Beyonfl reports of these minor inel-
dents, howaver, nothing sueplelous was
found on board the steamer, so far an
known, and after an Interruption of
eleven days Count von Berpstorfy and his
party found themselves once more home-
ward bound.

BRAVE U-BOATS FOR CANDY,

Boys Whe Deseried Dutch %Ship
Bribed by It to Returs.

Bosron, Feb. 1T.—~A boy's love of
candy may prove stronger than his fear
of submarines, Capt. Bwart of the Dutch
steamer Ecmdljk successfully demon-
strated to-day.

Hia youthful cabin bhoy and the cook's
mess boy deserted Monday rather than
face the hazards of a voyage to Rotler-
dam. To-day Capt. Swart met them at
the Netherlanda Consulute and having
first hand knowledge of thelr fondnesa
for sweets ha talked candy rather than
wiges. The boys, nt sight of the quan-
tity of confections displayed, prompily
ugreed to returm to the ship.

The steamer, which carries a heavy
cargn of grain, '8 anchored helow
Quarantine to prevent further deasertions
while an effort Is belng made to bring
the crew to the required complement.

U-BOAT TRADE FIRM QUITS.

Eaatern Forwarding Cempany,
Aments of Deuntschindd, Dissalves.

New Loxpon. Conn., Peh, 27.—The
Eastern Forwarding Compuny of Balti-
more, American agents for the German
undersea commercial line, has been dia-
solved, It was learned here to-night. The
preliminary sieps were taken Fubruary
16 when the North dierman Liloyd
steamship Willehad, chartersd for use as
& quarters ship for the crew of the sub-
marine Deutschland, was turned back to
fis owners. The dissolutlon was com-
plated yesterday.

The merchundize hrought here for
shipment on the Deutschiand is being
sont out of town, possibly to Hoboken,
N. T

BERLIN QUOTES PENFIELD.

OMcln) Amency ¥nys e Doean't Ex- |
pect L, S=tAuntrian RBreak. 1

)
Rentas, by wireloss to Baville, Fely, 87
' Actording to a telegram received here
from Vienna ' says the Oversens Noww |
Agency, “Frederic ©, Penfleld, the Ameri- |
ean Ambassador. in o conversation exs
pressad optimistle views concerning the
relations betweey the United Stites and
Austrin-Hungury, He declared himsell
te. ba n friend of Austrin, and said he
wiaa working hard In order to maintain
friendly relations bhelween the two couns
tries,

“The Ambassador finally pssortegd that |
he did not expect there would be u
change in the relations hetween tiermuny |
and the United Btaten s they now
atand ™

Ennign Angel, U, &, A, Dead.

Zomion, via Parvis, Feb, 27 ¥5mgn
Pt e Fitph el AN:® w00 WAR ap-

AT Rl ws VRl attche to the
St s Thatmmsy I Berlin last year,
et wilo was taken serlously il soon af- |

fon.

HOLLWEG SAYS
U.S.AIDS ALLIES

Submits to British Dicta-
tion, He Tells Reichstag
in Explaining Break.

ACTION UNPRECEDENTED

Chancellor Asserts  Empirve
Will Not Abate in Least Its
Policy of Ruthlessness,

—_—
Benutx  (by wirelessy, Fob, 27.—In
his nddress to the Helchstag to-day |

Chancellor von Bethmaun-Hollweg, artar"
declaring that the successes oblained in
the submarine warfare already had much
surpassed the expectations of the Ger-|
man navy, made a long statement re-,
garding the breaking off of relations be-
Iween Germany and the United States |
The Chancellor satd

“Onie step further thun taken by Buros |
pean neutrals has  been  made—as i
known-—=by the United Stutes of America, |
'resident Wilson, after precelving our
note of Junuary 31, nrusquely broke off
relations with us.  No amuthentie com- |
munication about the reasons which were |
given for his steps reached me.  The
former LUnited Htates ambassador here
in Herlin communicated oaly in spoken
wordr to the Btiate Becretury of the For- !
vign Offce of breaking off relations and |
usked for his pussports. ‘This form of
hreaking off relatlons between great na- |

tloms living In peace Is probably without
precedent In histery.

Relies on News Despatohes, !

“All offlcial documents belng llﬂl.il’ll’.}
I um forced 1o rely upon doubiful sources '
—that Is, upon the Reuter (news agency) |
office’s version of the contents of the |
mersage sent by President Wilson on |
February 3 to Congress. In thin version |
the President I8 repored to have sald
that our note of Januvury 31 suddenly
and without previous Indication Inlen-|
tionally withdrew the solemn promises |
mude (o the note of May, 1914,

“"To the United Ktates Government, |
thercfore, no  cholce  compatible l'llh!
dignity and honor was left other than
the way which had been announced '“T
her note of April 20, 1916, covering the
care if Germany should not want to give |
up her submaring method,

“If these arguments are correctly re- |
ported by Reuter, then 1 must decldedly |
protest agalnel them, For more than n

century friendly relatlons between us | Somme, and were ejected trom that posi- | natonal jaw and treaty righte but an|

and America have been carefully pro- |
mated. We honored them—as Bismarck
once put li—us an helrioom from Fred-
erick the Cireat. Hoth countries bene- '
fited by it, both giving and tnkKing |

Old Principles Overthrown,

“Hince  the heginning of the war
things have changed on the other side of
the waters.  Old principles were overs
thrown. O August 27, 1813, during
the Mexican troublos Prosilent Wilson in
n solemn message to Congress declared
that he intended to follow the best usage
of Intérnationun! law by a prohibition of
the supplying of wrms to both Mexionn
PArties at war against esch other. One
yeaur later, in 1914, theso usages nppar-
ently were no longer considered good.

“Countless materlala of war have been
supplied by America to the Entente, and
while the right of the American citisen
to travel without hindrance 1o Entenie
countries and the right to trade without
hindrance with France and England,
even through the midst of the battle-
fleld, even the right of such trade ns
we had (1o pay for with Germnn blood,
while all these rights were zealously
guiarded, the sume right of American cit-
fzens townrd the Central Powers did !
not seent to be n< worthy of pr.--l.w-l
tion and as valunble. {

Enters Strong Protest. |
|

“"They protested agnlnst somo mens- |
ures of England which were contrary
to international law, but they submitted
to them, Under eonditions of this kind |
objection us to lack of respect mukes a |
sirange Impression

“With equal decislveness 1 must pros |
tent wgainst the ohjection that we by the
manner in which we withdrew the assnr- |
ances given In (he note of May 4 of-
fended the honor and dlenlly of the
United States, From the very hegluning |
we had openly and expressly deelared
that these nssurances would be lnvalld
under certain conditions.”

The Chancellor then recalled the last
paragraph of the note of May 4, 1718,
whivh he rvead verbathn, the last cluuse
beidg ! “Bhould the steps taken by the !
Giovernment of the United Btales not at-
taln the object ' desites, namely, to have
the Taws of humanity followed by all
the belligeren' natlons, the Cerman
Gavernment wonld then be facing a new
sltuition, (n which 1t myst reserve to It-
erlf complete liberty of decinjon.

“Conditions Fulfilled,™

The Chancellor then econtinued . “As|
to the Amerlonn urnswer given to the
viormnn note, It was mo absolutely von-
trary to what wa In our nole had a.lh‘l|
clanrly and without any possibllity of
misunderstanding that a reéply on our
purt would have changed nothing as to
the stundpoints maintained hy hath sides,
But nohody even In America could doubt
thit already long ago Lhe conditions
were fullllled upon which, wecording to
our deglaration, depended our reganining
full liberty of declision. |

“England 4id not abandon the isola-
tion of Germany, but, on the contrary, |
Intenstfled It In the most reckless fashs-
Our adversaries were not made to
respect the prineiples of internationul
law, universally recognized before the
wur, nor made to follow the lawse of hu-
manity, The fresdom of the scas which
Amerlea waihted to redtore In eooperis
tian with us during the war hias been
®ill more completely destroyed by our

ndversary, and Amerlen hag not hin-
derved this. Al this s common knowl-
edge.

“Fyen at the end of January England ' 8t Louls, lald up here booause the Gov- | carriers in New York city alone, proyides

rl-ouu of Shipping
Since February 1

Losses of shipping of the Al-
lies and of neutrals since Febru-
ary 1, when the German unre-
stricted submarine warfare com- ||
menced, are as follows: |

Ships reported sunk yes-
terday .
Total tonnage reported
sunk yesterday... 11,508
Total known tonnage pre-
viously sunk...........375030
Excess of total loss to |
February 19 announced
by 8ir Edward Carson
over total loss to that
date according to re-
orts available in the
nited States..........
Total loss to date indi-
cated ....... ..

Ships sunk since February 1:
American ...... ceses @
Other neutrals.. 49
Britah ... .......... .110
Other belligerents........... 19

Total ships sunk..........180
Excess of total loss to Feb-
ruary 19 announced by Sir
Edward Carson over total
* loss to that date according
to reports available in the
United States. .. ... ... ... 20
Total loss to date indicated. 200

70,304
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BRITISH STILL

“ v

DRIVE GERMANS

Continue Gains on Both Nides
of Anere River and South
of Lens.

Losvoy, Feb, 27.—British forces are
continuing thelr gains both north and
south of the Ancre Iiver in France and
wolith of Lens The village of Ligny,
southwest of Bapnume, In the Ancre dis-
trict, has been occupied, and north of
the stream the western and northern
defgnees of Pulsieux have been taken
from the CGermans, according to lo-
night's British otficia) statement,

Aveording to the German statement, |
the British succesded vesterdny In enters !
Ing the Germun lines at only one peint |
on the front between Ypres and the |

ton.

A correspondent nt Britlsh headquar- |
ters In France writes: “There was |
sharper resistance all wlong the line of
the German rotrent to-day than at any |
time since the movement Logian,  Thers |
Is no indication as vet of a fixed pur-
pose by the Germang to makes a definite
stand, but they nre dolng everything
pogsibie 10 hold up and Interfers with
the Britisgh advance. To the rear out-
posts were immensely strengthened, and
this led to £t fghting with the British
forward patrols

]
Germans Destroy Dugowmts. I

The present objective of the Hritish (s
R orest which overiooks the high ground
running  between  Achlet-le-Petitt  to
Baprne, wiete the Germans may ats
tempt 10 hold for u time. Puisleux has
not been so compietely knocked smbout os
most of the other battle villuges, (s
atanding walls offering cover for the!
defending 1ronps |

Every b of ground taken revenle
further evidence of the thoroughness of
the destruciive methods adopted by the
Gormin s just priopr to retiving.  Their
carefully butlt and long occuplied dug-
outs have beon converted into o miss of
wrechage by explodives and fire.

The Hritish wonouncement follows

We have matle  farther progress
north and south of the Ancre. During |
the night we captpred the village of
Labargue To-day we vccupled Ligny
and esthblished oursalves in the wes -
ern and northern defences of Pulsieux. !

Woe rnldwl the enemy's positions thi= |
morning southward of Lens and de- |
stroved o numbe: of dugouts and mna-
ehine gun emplacements and took o |
few prisoners, Another suocessful riid
wis carrled out by our troops during
the night east of Armentieres on o
front of a half mile. Thres lines of
hostile trenches were entered and con-

plderable  dampge wax  done  the |
anemy's defences. We enptured sevon.
teetl  prisoners  and  brought  bnek
searchlights and a wachine gun |

Artillery sctivity has continued on '
both sldes north and eouth of the |
Somma,

The French Statement.

The French night statement follows;

Durlng the day ‘quite spirited artils
lery tightine took plnee In the seclors
of L'Echelle-81. Aurin and  PReau-
vraines jeonth of the Avee) and in
the Argenne i the direction of Vau-
s,

I the

reglon of Vallly an enemy
rurprise attnel Called. We effectively |
shelled tierman organigations in the
Mallncourt  Wood sl the ssctor of |
HUL 804 In the Vosges an attack oo
the enemy line south of Col Bto, Marie
enabled us to take prisoners.  Thers
tn nothing to report on the rest of the
fromt

CEDRIC SAFE AT LIVERPOOL. |

|
Fywhite Star Liner Left New York |

Februnry 13,

The White Star Uner Cedrie, which |
sulled Trom thie port Fehruary 12, nr=
Pived ot’ Liverpool last Thursday with
voenrgo of more than 16,000 tons of way

pwosterin? apdd toodatufs und ahowr §,000 |
sncha of matl, moest of which was orig-
tnudly Intended for fhe Ameriean luer |

ter his arrival In Berlin and was placed | jusued & new Isolation decluration for the | vrument has not yot decided to proteet

in m sanitwrium in Zurich, died lust | North Bea, and In this period, since May | American liners in thelr fight nerows | clerks,

night. He was a relative of Ambassador

Gerard.

Continued on Third Page. y

senn.
'Tlu- Cedric carried no passengers.
r

\ |

" tious Disease in Place

lllnh among officials, some of whom ure

| superannuated posial

Berlin  Announces Infee-

BROADSIDE

of Residence.

MEASURE WOULD PERMIT

GUNS ON SHIPS

GIVEN AS CAUSE
FOR HOLDING MEN

Arming of Merchantmen Fore and Aft Author-
ized, and Blanket Clause Is Retained
With $100,000,000 Fund

Asserts Restriction Is Nee-

Wasnixarox, Feb. 27.—The first step

essary on Tl"ﬂ\'(‘“il‘lﬂ' by toward granting the President the
CEPs, | authority he asked for to deal with the
lﬂomig ners. | submarine crisis was taken to-day in

| Congress.

The Senate Committee on Forelgn
| Relations reported favorably the Ad-
imlnlntrutlnn bl with several amend-
ments authorizing tho arming of mer-
chant ships and empowering the Presl-
dent to supply the vessels with defen-
slve arms wnd the necessary ammuni-
tion and means of making use of them.
' The blunket clause conferring upon
him further authority to “employ such
| other Instrumentalities and methods as
may in his judgment seem necessary
and adequate” was alsa retained In the
bill with an appropriation of §100,000,-
000 to carry it into effect,

The House Forelgn Affalrs Commit-
tee, In which the pacifist element ap-
reared to be more formidable, also die-
cusacd the bill but without arriving at

A8 the outbreak of the malady necess | = Conclusion. It was evident, however,
GOkt 3 GOLRARUNS BiRETLS “Rwun.lwhen the committee adjouirned that
the number of permons about to “‘"Eum Administration gupporters with the
Germany, the Overseas Agency states Al of the Republican members were
that the delny In the departure of tho-l? control and that & measure similar,
Americans ix In the Interests of neutral | Lf POt Identical, to that reported to the

| Senate will be agreed upon to-morrow.
countries. The hope Is expresesd that !
the quarantine will be of short duration,
The American cretzens, L 18 announced,
are safe and well

VIEWED AS PRETEXT.

Washington Belleves Germany De-
sires te Heold Prisoners.

WasniNoTon, Feb, 17.—Germany's
procrastination In complying with re-
peated Amerioan demunds for release of | 1o grmin »

& of merchant vessels, objected
the Yarrowdale privoners is bringing lh!?ua the second reading of t||-.., bt j‘rhl;
':'""W“""'.m # stage of eXireme ET8V- | deluved the formal referetice of it to {he
:n"‘ T"; Yarrowdale cass h“ﬂ'i:d*f" 8 | committee untll to-morrow.  Another oh-

UEDS VRSO WIREE (DONAE T AR “n'pwiion will put it uver for another day

{0 that the f . T
convinced that Germany's Intention Is o e o t’rhl.'l‘;ntl:;-n“’ cannot take i vp
hold the American ssamen us hostages | it OF the. ki NRERNE R
p":ﬁlcr:l‘:nd:“-i”ion as (o peice OF WAl | gjonder thrsad, There were continueed

would be regarded here A, )
L ] o bust - . ;
A8 not only & Magrant violation of m“r'!anly l;.r:“ndﬂifnu“ “'I;- ::1 ;11.:;1?:.':;:1.:““:;:

ONLY A PRETEXT,
\\".\HIIL\'GTON VIEW

Situation Over Continued |
Detention of Captives
Grows Grave.

BiruiN, by wireless, Feb 27.—The re-
lease of tlie American prisoners brought
to Germany on the steamer Yarrowdale,
although ordered msome time ago, says
the Overreas Neww Agency, cannot be
carrled out for the moment, asa an In-
fectioun disease has been discovered at
the place of thelr residence.

Appreved by President.

The bill as reported by the Senute com-
mittee meets with the complete approval
of the President, It was learned to-night
The favorable action of the Forelgn Re-
Iations Committes dosn not, however, in-
sure the passuge of the bill by tha Hen-
ate. Benulor Stone, chalrman of Lhe
committes, had barely Introduced the bill

counter made iis appearunoe,
Renator La Follette, who 17 opposed tn

|expiration of the Congress, during which
jllnw other importiont gneasures must be
| paseed, m vote can ouslly be blocked,

open insult to the dignity and good fulth
-I;f the United Siates.  Although no ofs
clal advices reporting the redetention i
of the seamen huﬂ n-argu--l the State De-| Republionns in the Senate are divided
piurtment to-night another inquiry re-| o0 the merits of the bill. Bome of them
garding them wis sent through the PEFRIEL in thelr opposition to the grant-
Spanish Ambassador in Herlin as soon | /"% of plenary powera to the President
ns oMeinle snw news despatohes hu)‘inwlt" usé whatever Instrumentalities he may
they would not be HUberated at present. deem necessary to protect Americans on
In most quarters the reported cause for|the DIEh Eean.  Beveral Democrats of the
redetention was regurded ns only a l'lrd'-i}t::‘l*l'-i"-'*l type will ulvo vole amainst the
text i s

Once before the United States was ad-|  There were [ndlesilons to-day, hows
visod thut the prisoners had been re-| ®Ver, that monst of the Hepoblicnns, in-
Irancd, following assurances that (ier-) fienced by the action of their colleagues
man oitizens {n this country were not On the Forelgn Relations Cominittee, will

belng i1l trested. Full information had -b® brought into line, and it 1 expected
eration 1o German Interests here, |
{ship In the deliberations of the Forelgn
[ Michlgan, opposed the meusure. Tirea
supporting Amendments de=gned to pre-
M‘"*. of rﬁ"" E"‘ { the three Demovrats In un effort to srike
I strumentaliting

been sent to Herlin showing that the Wt If a vote Is taken the bil will be
1 Partlennahip Absent.
HINDENBURG BOOM
Helutlone Committea to-duy.  Ouly one
Movement Slnrtcd to M‘k.limnut'mu. Henutors Stone, (VOorman
|vent the arming of ships earerving munl-
. out the cinuse giving the T'resident un-

United States wan giving every comltl—il’“"m-
Thers Wis no suggestion of poartisans
To OUST HOLL” EG Republican member, SBenutor HSmith of
Ialul Hitcheook, appeared to L hostile,
Him Both the Bismarck and |
Ilone of war. Senutor MeCumbwr Jotued
| Umited authority to use any other in-

Special Calble Despateh 1o Ty St

Loxnex, Foh 27 _The movement to | i o protect American
force von Tethmunn-Hollweg 10 resign = S
the  cherman Chancellomsbip ol make The bill as reporied by the comnilttes

Vot SImdenBiTE ChIGE of Btath & ap | BIVON the President even more latitude
of th “,NM‘“ beliw wn:rh",:;ﬂ ‘2:':‘" i the urming of merchant ships than
acuie Interest here, It Is luterpretod as he :r"u'q!"d
meaning that the Hohengollerng ure sige. | FONOWInE the phrascology of the law
stepping the Alsaster which ia bellaved |0F 1818 It mivex commanders and crews
to be inevitable: that they are willing ro | SUtHOrILY to arm and defend their vussels
fet Von Hindenburg be the national fdol | ngainet unlawful utiack. At the sug-
s that when the end comies he will be | £o8tlon of Benator Lodge the phrase
In w position to bear the brunt of (he ‘fora and aft" was inseried. In addi-
¢ ey tlon the President gets apecitic nuthority
Acvording to the plan outlined Von | '@ Provide the guns and ammunition and
Hindenlurg {8 1o becoms both the Bis- | (he means of using them,
marck and the Mollke of this era. Ashe According 1o recognized riles the arme-
Is an unflinching advocate of extreme | INK of & vessel for defennive purposes In
mousurex IU in predicted that should he ! COmined to the mounung of a gun on the
et conpleta power hie would increase ihe | Afier deck. The commitiee. desiring to
diMculties of the situation by drawing  *Afeguard merchant ships to the fulleat
the United Stater Into actual werfare. | POsrihle extent against submarine nttnck,
The Hindenburg propaganda |k belng | declded to grant specitic authority for
orguniged systomuationlly, but It s pldi- | he mounting of & gun forward.  In the
culed by the Liberil and Socialist forces | form In which the hill war agreed upon
in Germany, | the bill Ix held to give sufficient latitule
AMmstErpaM, via London, Feh o vespel owners 10 mount browdside
Supporters of Admiral von Tirplte, for- | §uns also If they choose Lo do so.

™
£

ey Minister of the Navy, including

Count von Hoensbroesch, have held a | New Authorization Needed,
meeting In Berlin to discuss “a change Without this authority the proponents
In the ofice of Tmperind Chancellor,” {of the hill assert

i the owners of vessels
with the viea of baving mweetings In all | will not be able 1o arm for defence
the Inrge towns of Germany und oblalin- | yguinst witnoks of &ibnisrines
ing the support of newspapers for the
mirgyowe of fovelng o change in the head |
of the tovernment L e vessel,” that I8 & government

sovialist and Liberal newspapers poi- | ship. In which class the
demned thie wetlon llluul wommjority ufqu“,\., would be tneluded
Admiral von Tirpitz's supporters ro- Republicun members of the comm | Loes
jroted ”“" proposed  CAMDIIEN AEAINAL | were more seilous to-day In providing n
the Chancellor, [way for the arming of merchant yorsels
thisn Iy opposing the greanting of blinket
authority to the President to niect the
emergency.  They regard the armine of
the ships as the only Intermwmiiaie step
the President ann tuke short of war, nnd
they belleve he will tuke (1t befo® he en-
ters upon o course of actlon which will
lend to open hostilities,

When the House Foreign ANuira (Com-
mitlee meeis to-morrow morning Chale-
man Flood will Inform his colloagues
thot two interviews with Postmaster.
rnersl Burleson and one with President
Wilson have falled to oblsin from (he
latter any material concession In the
nature of the demanda on Congress

The committes will shortly thereafter
report & hill, the substantial provisions
of which will be alinost Identionl with
those contained In the Adminletration

of 1818 provided that the defensive arm-

owned
erman subimi.

PENSIONS FOR POSTAL MEN, |

House Provides 800 Yenrly for Al
FEmployeen,

Wasnrnaron, Feob, 27 —Pensions for
amplovess were
covermi under speclal legislative privie
lege to-tlay when tha House Rules (‘om-
mittee reparted & rule on the Wil Intro-
duesd iy Representative Dadilel ). Griffin
of New York making It the speciul order
of business

The measure, which affects 5,000 letter

n penslon of $600 & year for postul
rurkl mall earriers and city oar-
risra who have attained the age of 85

yenra and have served tweniy-five years,

before the oppoaition which it will en-|

The aot|

ament may not boe used acninw a “puilb- |

draft [ntroduced last night by Chairman
Flood. At the same time tha RRepubli-
can members will serve noties that they
are acting under protest and will seek |
te make an extra sesslon necessary in
order to avold the absolute deisgatlon
of power on which the President In-
simty,

Lime Up in Commitiee,

1t meemed probable from the nlign-
ment of the committee on several counter
proposnis made tosday that poesibly not
mora than slx And probably not more
than four voter would be cast against
the Adminiatration measure. Of these
twy are aimost certaln to be those of
Representative Cooper, the ranking Re-
publican member, und Representative
| Porter of ennsylvania, also n Republi-
oan. Four Democrats, Representatives
Ragsdile of South Carolinn, Shackleford
of Missour!, Huddleston of Alabama and
Thommwon of Oklekhomn, may vots
against the bill In committes, though
the probabilities are that Thompson and
Huddleston at least will slgn the ma-
{ Jority report.

Party lines were wholly obiiterated in
the commirttes's discusslon to-day. At a
long morning sesslon the attitude of a
majority plainly favored I1tmiting the
| blanket provision of the Adminlstration
Ibm to the use of the naval forces of
y the U'nited States for the protection of
|.\ml-r1f'un lHves and shipping,
| President Wilson's strongest support-
era on the committee, Chalrman Flood
and Represontative Harrison of Missie-
sippl, were willing to mccept this amend-
ment, which was strongly urged by the
Republicans, led by Representative Rom-
|ers of Mnassachusetts. Representative
Porier, with the backing of Cooper and
the four recaleitrant Democrate, offersd
amendments peeking to limit the pro-
| tection to ships carrying goods not pre-
| seribed by our contraband list or not
| containing arme And Ammunition or not
| eontaining articlss which the Pres!dent
eonsidered contraband.

Chulrman Mood then adlourned the
commities until after noon for the pur-
posa of cansulting the President on thess
amendments, The death of Mre, Wilson's
Eikler pirevented an appointment, but the
President sent Postmaster-Gienernl Bur.
leson fur a conference with Mr. Flood.

In his first conferance Mr. Hurleson
refused te consider the Porter amend-
ments, whicl were conaldered gencerally
na (he outzrowth of the German embargo
propaganda, He consented to tnke up
the sther proposnls ag the Cahinet meet-
ing I the aficrnionn,

President Stands Fiem,

Following the Cablnet meeting Mr
Burleson returned to the Capital and
nnnounced that the Prestdent would not
conrent to any materin) modifiontion or
to the elimination of the phrase author-
izing him to employ “"such other Instr-
mentalities and  methodv? he niny
deain it

"

nH

In the faece of thir o meeting of 1he
committes projecied dn the lute after-
noon wis  abatdoned and Mr FPloo!
neresd o presont to the President iy
following proposals :

1. That the words “should In hias Jude-,
meit become necessary for him to do go
be eliminated from the section awthoriz.
lrzﬂlhe President to urm merchunt xhis
an

of “against unlwiul attueke wille” g0
HE Lo reid o protect such shlps and the
citizens of the United Stales ugainst un-
lnwfhal atimck while {0 their vl and
pedncetul pursuite on the high seas
Propotients of the first sugevstion wera
(gitimistic of {18 avceptane TR8 PUTFHae
I dnon very Umited degres 1o Instruct
the Prestilent to miake Use of 1he poweri
with which he sieks to he Invested, 1t
wis understomd thur Mr. Flood will sce
the Prosldent tosmom'ow muarnitg
Vietually wll meiibers of the commit-

tee were distinetly  rereniiol  over tho
Presidents ehoales of spaltesman in Poat-
naater-teneral  Hurleso Chie mwember
of the  comimittee pemnrked when  ins

formed that the aftertioon meeting had
been digploced by o conference between
Burie<on, Flood and Harrison

CAfLer all, 1t seenmis ot 1o be o matter

lation”

A tunjority of the committee bad
prictivally agrecd to subititute author-
iy e employ the nayal forces of the
United States” for the “other Ingtri-
mentalities and matheds” provielon when
Burleon  veturned  from Tabinet
meoting with un absolute soto of this

nronasal,
"The Presldent in Jdslsrmined nol to
huse anyihing in the M1 thiat even Im-

pHedly somnds belligerent,'” was the sube
“tianre of Burleson' s merspges, and wan
Fionod' explunation lawr for rejecting
the mmendmant.
“You will be safs
Fiood to Tk 81w
Wl will
it ol ead,

In saying.' eald Mr,
ortespondant, “‘that
teported  substantially

nr

| FOUR MORE SHIPS SUNK.

]'l oinl Tonnnge of 11LANLE Tn Latest
Taull of V-Hoais.

27, -~ Three  Hritieh
shmeanipe, o French steamship and a
British solting bost, of & total tonnago
af 11 2, comprise the latest toll of -
Bont deprediations

The sinkin: of the Rritish stounship
Thonuta, 4,000 ton= . the Fronch steanivre
Lamenting 3,550, and the Breitlsh salling

Lo, o

In the oficlnl report of the French War
CHHee to-night.

Lioyd's announ to-dny the sinkinz
uf the British sieammhips Aries and sea
tiull, of 3,078 and 144 tons vespectivels,
The crew of vach was landal,

A Queenmtown despateh last night re.
ported the sinking of the sicamer Firles,
No vessel of that nome 1s lstod and 1|

wan thought the Britsh steamer Bros,
of L8 tons, might be meant,  To-dey's
announeemenit of the sinking of  the

Aries warrants the conclusion that the
Queenstown report referred to har. The
Arles  war last reporied arriving st

Marselllea on Junuary 21 from Buarry,

2. That the concluding phrase of the |
first section be wmended by the insertion |

|

1]

)
Holthat the waue In Congress

!

|

IN QUARANTINE BY GERMANY

-

Extra Session Looms large
in View of Graver
Situation.

REPUBLICANS SHOW
SIGNS OF SWITCH

More Inclined to Back the
Executive Than to Fight
Blanket Authority.

STEPS ARE TAKEN FOR
BREAK WITH AUSTRIA

Diplomatic and
Officers Get Instructions
to Leave Empire,

[ ]

Wasminatax, Febh, 27 —Under
Impetus of the sinking of the steamer
Laconia with the logs of American
Hives actlen by tha United
Htates Government short of war to
meet the peril of German submarines
waa brought definitely nearer to-day,

The President after a conference
with Becretury Lanelng made It elear
that the sinking of the Laconia constle
tutes the clear cut overt act for which
he lns been waiting., It I8 looked
upon ns convinclng evidence of the de-
termination of the German CGoverns
ment to carry on {te submarine war-
fare to the limit of ruthleesness and a
challenge to the United States to de-
fend its rights and protect the lives of
ita cltizens upon the seaws.

The Senate Committer on Foreign
Relations agreed to report a bill giving
the President the authority which he
asked—even more thun he asked—to

protect Amerlean rights upon the high
seax.

The measure goes beyond the Flood
bill, introduced in the House, in pro-
Viding for the arming of merohant
vessels fore and aft In defence agoinst
unlawfu! atinck.

decislve

May Be m Votr Thuareday.

The bill ha« yet to run the gantlet
the Honate, where a fillbuster by
Senator La Follette Is threatoned, and
the House, where the pacifist and pro-
Gearman element= are =t in a helligor-
ent mood. FRut the ardor of thalr oppo-
sition to-day cooled appreciably In the
face of the destruciton of the Taconls
and mar disappear sltogether before the
fate of the LIl fa determines A vote
I not expectedl on the measure before
Thursiday

Effort= mnds In

of

the House Commit-
v om Farelgn Affairs to semasculate the
WL Ly exoluding  fron Ite nrovisions
shive emresing aminunition nod contens
Wt of war were unnvatling.  Ohair-
b Flaod made vhe ctatement that 1he
hiil would Be reporiod vietually without
rhange, ' )

Ar the hill nrreed unon by the Senate
oMttt P Withh the wigihive -
proval of e Precidips, !

< okt
e Jolned
Gpon that taeisuie in Loth Hogses

Pacifiste In and out of ongress and

thoss whosd sympathies o with Lhe
Central  'owere  Have not  fhbwndoned
Aheir wctivities. The threnis of flibnster
ti foree an extra sexsion | Of ol reds
wre st made  detiuntly Wity 2
Hryan |4 hastering to the cophtal to-
nikht from Florkla witn the finnoinesd
ML b thiow e bils ing i 1
the balunva o o defsat the fitention of
the Fresidene

The possibility o f G eximn sokslon
I Qormes B wnd g et e a
e THAME oWy Wil Y o ' 10 Keop
Cangress at hand Tt tndien-
| tions,  howewver, thut 1 ubllcuns
who insfsted upen balil Ko upon

of siate, but merely one of postial regu- |

|
[

1

vessel Hatnabh Crondell swore announced |

il the con=

Intermediate

the Trrasident
wiction (hit T

Bre wiitve
Wil Tl thip

step of drming ametohsnt chips Iwmfore
procesling 1o mory wirlike moves is
Browlng More trouble ix likely to be
enronntered from the pochicts, who are
exerting themselves to the utmost to

provent iy acetion that noght he pProvou-
plive of war, oven the arming of mers
thant weesels for defenslve purposes if

| arandtion carrying ships are tot dige

criminated agrinst

President's Intentions,

There was no Indication to-night that
In wview of the sinhing of the Laconin
the President contermiplates ngain going
before Comgress  with  further sugtes-
tions of action to meet the submuarine
origie, 1t s regarded as probable that
he will content himeelf with the arming
of merchantmen If Congress gives him
that authority

Ewen this courea {4 looked upon with
some misgiving by naval officers, who
doubt Ity offectiveness, 1f the Germun
submirines ars able ta slngle ot their
proy under eover of derkness, us wus
dona In the vuse of the Cunarder La-
vondn, for the trst t'me Fo far as the
vecords disclose, any number of guns
ol merchant vessels would afford no de-
fence.

I guna are mouiited, moreover, thelr
value will depend on the prompl noss
with which they ure brought intg play,
Conssgquently the wiming of the snips |s
regnrided ns p warllee mmove, made so
by clrewmstances despite the traditional
elehit of wvessols to nrotect  tiemcelves
WEgninuLg ae of plra s

If Congress acts to unhodd the hinnds
of tha President soine Lane must olupse
Wefare American ships can e equipped
to run the submaraoe  guntler The
gins will b provided, it they must be
mounted,  Tha provid'ng of expert guns
nets Wil dreaw Heavily upon the navy,
which stands much o need of thom,

Pogplote arrangimetits (ur the withe
awil of Amerioan diplometic and cone
wlar  otlleers  fion Sty s bans iy
have been made by Awibecndor Peatield

on Instructiors from tae St
ment. 1t was Tearood tosday that the
Ambarsador hiwd beon dlrcctod 1o tak
this step. the belief ut the Iepartinen,

1 parts

Consular

the




